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Assignments:  
 
Lesson # 1: Considering your response 
 
The statements below represent 9 common lies about drugs. They are often used to 
persuade young people to begin or continue to take illegal street drugs or to abuse 
prescription drugs. As you read each lie, think about how you would respond if a friend 
seriously said one of these to you. 
 
9 Lies About Drugs: 
 

1) Drugs make you feel better. 
2) Drugs make you more creative. 
3) Marijuana is better for you than tobacco. 
4) Drugs make you more fun to be with. 
5) Drugs wear off and don’t cause any permanent damage to your body. 
6) Drugs give you energy. 
7) Prescription drugs can’t hurt you. 
8) You can stop taking drugs whenever you want. 
9) Alcohol isn’t really a drug. 

 
Write one true statement about drugs that you could use to contradict each lie listed 
above (“contradict” means “to speak against”). Do not use the same “speak against” 
statement more than once. You will write 9 different “speak against” statements to 
respond to the 9 different lies listed in lesson 1. 
 
Lesson # 2: The aftermath of bad choices 
 
Read the song lyrics to Hurt more than once. As you read, think how the lyrics relate to 
a life lived and the meaning it is trying to communicate to its readers and listeners. As 
you read the lyrics for understanding, think about your written responses to these 3 
prompts: 

 
1) Identify and write about the song lyrics you believe tell about drug abuse. 
2) Identify and write about the song lyrics you believe tell about regret. 
3) Write how you interpret the meaning of the song lyrics to Hurt. 

 
 
 
 



Song Lyrics to Hurt by Nine Inch Nails – 1994 
Covered by Johnny Cash - 2002 
 

I hurt myself today 
To see if I still feel 
I focus on the pain 
The only thing that's real 

The needle tears a hole 
The old familiar sting 
Try to kill it all away 
But I remember everything 

What have I become 
My sweetest friend? 
Everyone I know 
Goes away in the end 

And you could have it all 
My empire of dirt 
I will let you down 
I will make you hurt 

I wear this crown of thorns 
Upon my liar's chair 
Full of broken thoughts 
I cannot repair 

Beneath the stains of time 
The feelings disappear 
You are someone else 
I am still right here 

What have I become 
My sweetest friend? 
Everyone I know 
Goes away in the end 

And you could have it all 
My empire of dirt 
I will let you down 
I will make you hurt 

If I could start again 
A million miles away 
I will keep myself 
I would find a way 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson # 3: In the eye of the storm 
 
Read the poem My Master more than once. As you read, think about the meaning that 
is being communicated by the author Selena Odom. As you read the poem for 
understanding, think about your written responses to these 3 prompts & questions: 
 

1) Highlight the words in the poem you are not sure about the meaning. Then list 
them, search the definitions for them and write the definitions for them. 

2) What language does Selena Odom use to describe a master to slave relationship 
in her poem? 

3) What language does Selena Odom’s poem use to communicate feeling regret? 
 
My Master poem by Selena Odom - 2010 
I have a master of an evil kind. 
He totally controls my body, soul, and mind. 
At first he was fun and cool, 
But soon I became his fool. 
A victim without a chance, 
He took my life in just a glance. 
He's so sneaky and full of deceit. 
I wonder why we ever had to meet. 
Thanks to my master, I am now someone I hate. 
I used to have a life, and it was somewhat great. 
Now all I do is cheat, steal, and lie, 
And then lie in bed praying to die. 
Still I can't leave my master for any reason. 
He's too strong and his control is never ceasin’. 
He's the one I run to when I wake. 
I can't rid him, even for my children's sake. 
I used to be loving, caring, and enjoyed my life, 
But that was before my master took me for his wife. 
Everyone says I don't look like the type. 
They can't picture me locked in my room smoking a pipe. 
I once was a pretty girl from the South, 
But now I am left with teeth rotting in my mouth. 
My master says, "You'll never stay clean; 
You love me too much to be happy and serene." 
He loves that I don't even bother trying 
And gravels when I am miserably crying. 
I'm already dead really, just a shell. 
My master gave me a life of pure hell. 
Yes, I have a master of the most evil kind. 
He took over and everything good was left behind.            Continued next page… 
   



He shows no mercy to religion, sex, or age. 
He only searches for his next victim in which to engage. 
I pray you never meet my master. 
If your paths cross, run fast and then run faster. 
Just in case, he goes by Meth, Crystal, or Ice, 
And I am begging you to just take my advice. 
No one should have to succumb to this Master of misery and shame. 
Trust me, this is your life and not a game! 
Nothing good will ever come from knowing this dark demon, 
So don't ever try him, no matter how unbearable life is seemin’. 
My master took me and broke my spirit. 
So don't meet him, just don't hear it. 
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